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SUB J : VIEWS OF SENIOR UNRWA OFFICIAL IN NABLUS 

1 . JOSEPH RIDDA, SENIOR UNRWA OFFICIAL IN NABLUS AND HIGHLY- 
RESPECTED WEST BANKER TOLD US JUNE 1 THAT HE BELIEVED AN ISRAELI 
GOVERNMENT LED BY BEGIN WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY TIGHTEN UP THINGS IN 
THE WEST BANK. WEST BANKERS COULD, IN ADDITION TO INCREASED 
SETTLEMENT ACTIVITY, SEE MORE RESTRICTIONS ON PERSONAL TRAVEL. 

HE THOUGHT THAT RECENT REFUSAL OF MILGOV TO PERMIT MAYORS TO 
ATTEND MAYORS CONFERENCE IN RABAT WAS INDICATIVE OF DIRECTION OF 
ISRAELI POLICY. 

2.0N FUTURE OF MIDDLE EAST NEGOTIATIONS, RIDDA SAID GREAT 
MAJORITY WEST BANKERS BELIEVE PRESENT CARTER SINCERLY WANTS TO 
SOLVE THE MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM. THEY LIKE MOST OF WHAT HE HAS 
SAID PUBLICLY ESPEICALLY HIS UNDERSTANDING OF A NEED FOR A PALES- 
TINIAN HOMELAND. HOWEVER. THEY HAVE HAD THEIR HOPES REAISED PREV- 
IOUSLY ONLY TO BE SUBSEQUENTLY DAHSED SO THEY RETAIN SOME SKEP- 
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TICISM AS TO WHETHER CARTER CAN DELIVER WHERE OTHERS HAVE FAILED. 
FOR EXAMPLE, RIDDA ASKED, WHAT IF ISRAELIS SIMPLY REFUSE TO 
WITHDRAW FROM WEST BANK? WHAT WOULD THE U.S. PRESIDENT 
BE ABLE TO DO? WOULD HE THREATEN ISRAEL WITH AID CUTS? 

WOULD CONGRESS ALLOW THIS? RIDDA NOTED THAT U.S. CONTINUES TO 
SAY THAT IT WILL NOT ATTEMPT TO IMPOSE A SETTLEMENT. TO ARABS, 
RIDDA SAID, THIS SEEMS LIKE A CODE WORD THAT SAYS THAT U.S., 
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IN LONG RUNG, WILL NOT FORCE ISRAELIS TO COMPROMISE. RIDDA WENT 
ON TO IMPLY THAT ISRAELIS WILL NOT MAKE NECESSARY CONCESSIONS 
REGARDING WEST BANK UNLESS FORCED TO DO SO. IN THIS REGARD HE 
DID NOT THINK BEGIN WAS REALLY MUCH DIFFERENT FROM 
ALIGNMENT'S REAL POSITION REGARDING WEST BANK. ALIGNMENT HAD 
SIMPLY BEEN MORE SUBTLE. RIDA'S CONCLUSION WAS THAT ONLY 
THE U.S. AT PRESENT, HAD SUFFICIENT CLOUT TO BRING ABOUT 
AN OVERALL SETTLEMENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

3. COMMENT. RIDDA IS IN MAINSTREAM OF WEST BANK REACTION TO 
ISRAELI ELECTIONS AND CARTER STATEMENTS WHEN HE SAYS THAT BEGIN 
IS NOT MUCH DIFFERENT FROM LABOR ALIGNMENT ON MIDDLE EAST NEGO- 
TIATIONS BUT WILL PROBABLY BE TOUGHER ON WEST BANKERS. 

PRESIDENT CARTER IS GIVEN CREDIT FOR BEING MORE FORTHCOMING RE 
PALESTINIANS THAN ANY US PRESIDENT HAS EVER BEEN BUT THERE IS 
STILL THAT LATENT PESSIMISM AS TO WHETHER ANY U.S. PRESIDENT 
HAS ENOUGH LEVERAGE TO INDUCE ISRAEL TO MAKE 
NECESSAY COMPROMISES FOR PEACE. 
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